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Homecoming to Nostalgia: 

The Inauguration of Donald J. Trump 

by Cyrus Bina 


"Nostalgia is a seductive liar" 

George Wildman Boll 

When the entire arsenal of impulsive and ag¬ 
gressive foreign policy is deployed in absolute despera¬ 
tion and without accomplishment by a declining power 
unaware of its imminent demise, first it resorts to self- 
aggrandizement and spectacle, and then suddenly and 
viciously turns on itself through self-flagellation and 
serious self-mutilation. This is a classic pretext that 
trumps the assorted reasons for the demise of Hilary 
Clinton and thus the bafflement of the US political es¬ 
tablishment and its coattail in the established media. 
This should concisely spell out the meteoric rise of 
Donald Trump, his populism, and his success in leas¬ 
ing the plush real estate at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
in Washington. To be sure, "We make America great 
again" is the alter ego of America's demise since the 
collapse of the Pax Americana (1945-1979). Recogni¬ 
tion of this very transformation is in itself a radical act. 

The moment of truth has finally arrived. The 
slogan of "Make America Great Again" is now at the 
center stage. The members of the wrecking crew in 
Donald Trump's proposed cabinet are now waiting for 
their Senate confirmation to get to work. Donald J. 
Trump is now the president of the United States. And 
all three branches of government are in the hands of 
one party - a party that since Reagan's presidency has 
seemingly been reduced to an apologetic bunch in ret¬ 
rograde politics suspended in history. The party that 
once took pride in being the party of Lincoln is simply 


taken over by a known-unknown outsider; George So¬ 
ros went on to call him an "imposter." Trump's mes¬ 
sage though has been consistently the same: "Make 
America Great Again." This "Again," at the same time, 
conveys an acknowledgement of the glorious past, not- 
so-glorious present, and the possibly time-travel pre¬ 
sumably to the pre-Civil Rights' period on the domestic 
side and hegemony, leadership and respect (i.e., the 
era of Pax Americana, 1945-1979) on the foreign policy 
side. 

Turning Back the Clock 

Contrary to the conventional wisdom and de¬ 
spite his rhetoric, Donald Trump's presidency does 
not seem to correspond with American isolationism. 
Trump's vision is rather more in tune with the rever¬ 
sal of time that supposedly transports America to the 
1950s, an era in which a Junior Senator from Wis¬ 
consin's witch hunts were in full swing. And a foreign 
policy that unilaterally engaged in coups after coups 
against democratically elected government abroad 
with little cost - known as America's Golden Age - 
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About URPE 


Founded in 1968, The Union for Radical 
Political Economics (URPE) is an inter¬ 
disciplinary membership organization of 
academics and of activists. Our mission is to 
promote the study, development and application 
of radical political economic analysis to social 
problems . This involves a continuing critique of 
the capitalist system and of all forms of 
exploitation and oppression. URPEs mission 
also includes, coming out of this critique, 
helping to construct a progresive social policy, 
and a human-centered radical alternative to 
capitalism. 


The URPE Newsletter 

The URPE newsletter is published 
quarterly by the Union for Radcal Political 
Economics. The newsletter is a place for URPE 
members to publish shorter articles, opinion 
pieces, abstracts and reviews as well as make 
announcements that may be of interest to URPE 
members. All submissions can be sent to the 
newsletter editor, Frances Boyes, via email at 
urpe@urpe.org. 

Permission to reprint material from the 
newsletter is granted for non-commercial uses, 
provided that the newsletter is credited as the 
source, and that two copies of the publication (or 
web link) are sent to the URPE National Office. 
For any commercial permissions, please contact 
the National Office. 
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under the umbrella of the now defunct of Pax Ameri¬ 
cana (1945-1979). Under the Trump administration, 
some even are horrified - for a good reason - by an 
idea that he may take us all the way back to the pre- 
Civil War period in race, gender, and social relations. 
The irony here suggests parallels with George Orwell's 
"1984" in 2017 America. 

The other party is not so innocent either. Dem¬ 
ocrats did not only tolerate the notorious war crimes 
by the Bush-Cheney administration in Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan; they nonetheless come in full circle with 
their own bloody misadventures in Libya, Syria, Yemen, 
Ukraine, to name a few, while they did some good with 
respect to Cuba and Iran. Overall, though, the Obama 
administration inherited and thus contributed to what 
the Bush-Cheney administration has wrought as a para¬ 
noiac state/surveillance state in America. On the for¬ 
eign policy front, particularly in Libya (and the bloody 
overthrow of Col. Gaddafi), Hilary Clinton's hand is 
bloody. On the toppling of the Libyan government 
and the murder of Gaddafi, Secretary Clinton bragged: 
"We came, we saw, he died." The catch here is that the 
Obama administration had already promised the Rus¬ 
sians at the UN Security Council that if they agreed to 
vote for the "no fly zone" in Libya (or abstain), it would 
refrain from overthrowing Gaddafi. With Clinton's Ju¬ 
lius Caesar-like enthusiasm, the Obama administration 
broke its promise. As is well known. President Obama 
also recently expressed his regrets for the involvement 
in Libya. As for the pointless involvement in the coup, 
against Viktor Yanukovych in Ukraine, the share of 
Secretary Clinton (via Victoria Nuland's direct involve¬ 
ment) is not miniscule either. 

Again, as is well documented, this initial step 
eventually led to the ouster of Yanukovych and the 
chaos that brought the ultra-right takeover of the gov¬ 
ernment through the infamous referendum in Crimea, 
which then paved the way for the Russian invasion. 
Clinton Democrats utterly miscalculated the outcome 
of that election by betting on the wrong horse. The ig¬ 
nored the fact that the country (both the left and the 
right) is gasping for change by any means necessary. 

Deep Divide 

Clinton Democrats ignored the deep cleavage 
in income inequality combined with profound political 
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polarization. They arrogantly resorted to the habitual 
course of action by attacking Sen. Bernie Sanders - a 
seemingly viable candidate that might have defeated 
Donald Trump if he had not been subjected to unfair, 
immoral, and indeed illegal shenanigans in the prima¬ 
ries. Thanks to WikiLeaks for revealing these very true 
heart-wrenching stories perpetrated by the Clinton 
camp and the Democratic Party that is presently on the 
teeter of disintegration. That is why those who care 
about the truth - and cause-and-effect in this matter 
- believe that Democrats' cruel pomposity and crude 
self-assurance tossed their viable candidate under the 
proverbial bus. In the end, the "basket of deplorables" 
statement by frustrated Hilary was the one that finally 
broke the camel's back. 

The inauguration of Donald J. Trump is over and 
he is officially the 45th president of the United States. 
The factors that have led to his seemingly successful 
campaign toward his presidency are numerous, var¬ 
ied, and multidimensional, and historians will debate 
them for year and decades to come. Nevertheless, it is 
clear that the specter of change is in the air and that 
the sizable majorities on the right and on the left are 
challenging the status quo. The Pax Americana had col¬ 
lapsed in the Iatel970s, but aftereffects of its fall are 
still around with respect to both domestic and foreign 
arenas. The fact is that there is no hint of American 
exceptionalism in all this. The changes that transpired 
in the last few decades have taken us beyond the Pax 
Americana and beyond American exceptionalism. The 
United States is now as ordinary as any other nation in 
the new global polity in the making. 

On the foreign policy side, the United State is 
not what it used to be, yet the forces of regression, and 
reaction, are insisting on being "Great Again." On the 
domestic side, the fissure of deep economic inequal¬ 
ity, political polarization, pernicious politics, blatant 
racism and "white supremacy," bashing women, Is- 
lamophobia, and other social ailments are now overtly 
pronounced. This election has torn the veil of politi¬ 
cal correctness and peeled off nearly all opacities that 
are gingerly left underneath race relations in America. 
Donald Trump is the sui generis messenger and now, as 
president, the message of divided America. And in this 
manner, the whole nation is naked before our eyes. 
This nation (and by implication the US government) is 



URPE Newsletter 


www.urpe.org 


Spring 2017 


Page 4 

not exceptional; it is not pre-ordained for hegemony; it 
is not predisposed for the leadership of global polity in 
the making. There is a limit to what the United States 
can or cannot do with respect to domestic as well as 
foreign policy. 

Therefore, "making America great again" is in¬ 
evitably subject to such boundaries. The United States 
is a declining power and the election of Donald Trump 
is a hint of such a decline in both domestic and for¬ 
eign affairs. We are just beginning to grapple with the 
aftereffects of the loss of the American century and 
the painful consequence of the denial of the fall of the 
Pax Americana since the 1980s. On the foreign policy 
side, the setbacks have so far been unequivocal. It may 
take some time to digest the truth of the shrinkage 
of the middle class and the disguised class warfare in 
the form of overt racism, sexism, xenophobia, Islamo- 
phobia, and other forms of prejudice and bigotry in 
the name of nationalism and patriotism. We need to 
fasten our proverbial seatbelts for a long, rough, tur¬ 
bulent, yet indefatigable ride on, in Robert Frost's apt 
vision, "the road not taken" in these unflattering and 
uncertain times. 

*Cyrus Bina is Distinguished Research Professor of 
Economics at the University of Minnesota (Morris 
Campus). He is also Fellow, Economists for Peace and 
Security and his latest book is A Prelude in the Founda¬ 
tion of Political Economy: Oil, War, and Global Polity 
(2013). An earlier version of this article was an address 
to a rally organized by students at the Morris campus 
of University of Minnesota during the inauguration of 
the 45th president of the United States on January 20, 
2017. 


2017-18 

URPE 

Dissertation 

Fellowship 

Application 

The Union for Radical Political Economics invites 
doctoral candidates in any discipline with an approved 
dissertation proposal in the area of radical political 
economics to apply for the URPE Dissertation 
Fellowship. The URPE dissertation fellow will receive 
$5,000 to support their dissertation writing during the 
2017-18 academic year. Applicants are asked to submit: 

1) A cover letter describing their background in radi¬ 
cal political economics and explaining how the fellow¬ 
ship would contribute to the completion of their dis¬ 
sertation; 

2) Curriculum Vitae; 

3) Their approved dissertation proposal; 

4) Two letters of reference (one of which should be 
from the dissertation committee chair). 

Questions and application material should be submitted 
by email to urpe@urpe.org. Letters of reference should 
be submitted directly by the letter writer. 

Deadline for submissions is May 31, 2017. 


The recipient will be announced by July 1, 2017. 
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URPE at the 

ASSAs 

Call for Papers 

Philadelphia, January 5-7, 2018 

URPE invites proposals for complete sessions and indi¬ 
vidual papers for the URPE at ASSA annual meeting. URPE 
welcomes proposals on radical political economic theory 
and applied analysis from a wide variety of theoretical per¬ 
spectives. The deadline for proposed papers and sessions 
is May 1, 2017. 

Proposals for complete sessions are encouraged and should 
include the session title, a brief description of each paper, 
and the names, institutional affiliations, and email address¬ 
es of the chair, discussants, and presenters. Proposals for 
sessions should contain four papers. If you are proposing 
a complete session, please try to arrange to have discus¬ 
sants for your papers and a chair for your session. As the 
organizer of this session, you are responsible for conveying 
administrative information to session members, including 
confirmation that the session has been accepted, the time 
and location, and the deadlines for distributing papers. 

Proposals for individual papers should include the title, the 
abstract, and the author's name, institutional affiliation, 
and email. Individual papers that are accepted will be as¬ 
signed to sessions and each session will have an assigned 
organizer. Individuals whose papers are accepted may also 
be asked to serve as a discussant in a different session at 
the meetings. 

We regret that high quality individual papers may be turned 
down due to the inability to place them in a session with 
papers with similar themes. The number of sessions we can 
have is limited by ASSA, and we regret that high quality ses¬ 
sion proposals may also have to be turned down. 

You should receive word from URPE about the decision on 
your session or paper by late June. The date and time of 
sessions are assigned by the AEA at the end of August. 

Please note that anyone who presents a paper (but not the 
chairs or discussants) must be a current member of URPE 
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at the time of submission of the paper or panel proposal. 
Submissions are checked, anyone not current with their 
dues is notified, and then proposals are deleted if mem¬ 
bership is not made current. Membership information is 
available by clicking here. 

Applications for individual papers should be made on¬ 
line at www.urpe.org. If you have questions or problems 
with the online submission, please contact Armagan 
Gezici. 

Proposals submitted after the May 1 deadline will not be 
considered. 

Steering Committee Elections 

Dear URPE members, 

This is a call for URPE members to run for the URPE 
Steerng Committee. You can learn more about the Steer¬ 
ing Committee, the current members' names and contact 
info on the URPE website- www.urpe.org. 

There are four 3-year terms on the ballot, to serve from 
fall 2017 to fall 2020, and one 2-year term to fill a vacancy 
to serve from fall 2017 until fall 2019. Nominations are 
accepted until April 31st. We will offer electronic voting 
through our website to all current members who have cre¬ 
ated an account at www.urpe.org. For any member who 
has not created an account with us online, there will be a 
ballot mailed to the address on file. Ballots will be mailed 
shortly after the nominations come to a close and online 
voting will be open beginning May 4th and will close on 
June 15th. All mail ballots must be postmarked by June 
15, 2017. 

Self-nominations are welcomed. If you choose to nomi¬ 
nate someone else, please include their contact informa¬ 
tion so that their acceptance can be verified. In either 
case, please include a personal statement about your 
nomination so that we may include it on the election 
information for all of the membership. 

Please send the nominee's name, contact info, and per¬ 
sonal statement by Monday, August 31, 2016 to: 

urpe@urpe.org OR URPE National Office 

418 N. Pleasant St. 
Amherst, MA 01002 


Signed, 

The URPE Steering Committee 



URPE Newsletter 


Page 6 


www.urpe.org 


Spring 2017 


Seven Ways You Can Support 
Academics in Turkey 

By Chad Kautzer 


We are now in a new era. Shortly after the failed coup 
carried out by a small faction in the Turkish military, 
Turkeys Council of Higher Education (YOK) called 
for the resignation of 1,577 deans of public and private 
universities, instituted a travel ban on academics, and 
called for academics out of the country to immediately 
return to Turkey The firings and investigations have 
increased. Over 1,000 private schools and 15 universi¬ 
ties have been shuttered, over 15,000 employees in the 
Ministry of Education have been suspended, and over 
21,000 teachers have had their licenses revoked. Less 
than a week after the coup attempt, President Erdogan 
declared a three-month state of emergency (allowing 
him to circumvent Parliament and rule by decree) and 
suspended the European Convention on Human Rights. 

Responding to international pressure, Erdogan has re¬ 
cently made a conciliatory gesture, withdrawing cases 
against some of the individuals charged with insulting 
him (there are over 2,000 such cases), including against 
some opposition party leaders. While important for 
the individuals involved, these concessions do not ad¬ 
dress either the purge of academic institutions or the 
deep institutional changes that are already underway or 
planned for the near future. Erdogan has been clear that 
he desires the formalization of his rule in an “executive 
presidency,” which would require an amendment to the 
Turkish Constitution. As Prime Minister Binali Yildirim 
recently told a Bloomberg reporter, this system is neces¬ 
sary “for stability and security. Under the presidential 
system, there will be no one attempting such an adven¬ 
ture [i.e. a coup]. Then, an absolute will be in charge.” 

Although the situation is dire, there are actions we can 
take to support academics being persecuted and si¬ 
lenced in Turkey. Below I list seven possible actions, 
beginning with the most difficult. If you have suggested 
additions, email me at academicsus@gmail.com and I’ll 
create a revised list. 


1. Investigate whether your institution can temporar¬ 
ily host or hire an academic currently at risk in Turkey. 
Some institutions do this directly and some work with 
third-party organizations, such as Scholars at Risk. Your 
institution can also become a member of the Scholars 
at Risk Network, supporting their work through annual 
membership dues. 

2. Review any academic or financial relations between 
your institution and academic institutions in Turkey. 
These might include joint research projects, grants, or 
faculty and student exchanges. Such relations can be 
used as leverage to pressure institutions in Turkey to re¬ 
spect academic freedom. 

3. Use the resources of your institution and the pub¬ 
lic platforms available to you to disseminate knowledge 
about the plight of academics in Turkey. This could in¬ 
volve, for example, organizing talks, exhibitions, and 
press conferences, or producing films and publications. 

4. Organize and participate in political actions and lob¬ 
bying campaigns directed at Turkish officials and/or of¬ 
ficials in your own government. This might be a protest 
at the Turkish Embassy, making phone calls, or some¬ 
thing more creative. Academics for Peace, for example, 
has a campaign to send letters to university rectors in 
Turkey, asking them to reinstate academics fired for po¬ 
litical reasons. It is particularly important to lobby offi¬ 
cials in the United States and European Union member 
states, given their deep ties to the Turkish government. 

5. Connect with others (both individuals and organi¬ 
zations) who care about this issue, so you can stay in¬ 
formed and motivated. Scholars at Risk, Amnesty In¬ 
ternational, and the Middle East Studies Association, to 
name just a few, have email alerts. Like Facebook pages 
that disseminate news about academics in Turkey and 
information about actions to support them, such as 
those of Research Institute on Turkey (RIT) and Inter¬ 
national Solidarity with Academics in Turkey (ISAT), 
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which I recently created. ISAT also has an email list you 
can subscribe to by emailing academicsus@gmail.com. 

6. Ask your college, university, professional organiza¬ 
tion, or union to publish a statement supporting aca¬ 
demics in Turkey and send it to officials in Turkey and 
in your own government. Here is a letter from the Mid¬ 
dle East Studies Association that was endorsed by over 
40 professional organizations. You can also create pe¬ 
titions and open letters for others to sign, as with this 
open letter to U.S. officials and this international peti¬ 
tion addressed to Turkish officials. 

7. Sign the petitions and open letters. Although this is 
the easiest action to take, it is still important. These pe¬ 
titions and letters can: (a) communicate the depth and 
breadth of support to media outlets and government of¬ 
ficials, (b) encourage academics in Turkey, and (c) serve 
as organizing tools to build political networks that fa¬ 
cilitate future actions. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

URPE <a> 

Left Forum 
(URPE sessions at 
the Left Forum) 

LEFT FORUM 2017 
June 2-4 

John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
The City University of New York 
New York City, NY 

The Left Forum is the largest conference in the US that 
in a major way spans, or bridges, the common activ¬ 
ist/academic/intellectual divide. The call for this year’s 
Left Forum has gone out. If you Google “Left Forum” 
or go to www.leftforum.org, you will see information 
concerning the upcoming conference. The basics for 
this year are that it will be June 2 - 4, at John Jay College 
(CUNY) in NYC. 


Every year URPE members participate in the Left Fo¬ 
rum. We organize an URPE @ Left Forum set of URPE 
sponsored and co-sponsored panels, and in addition 
URPE members participate in other panels. Provided 
there are enough participants (which there have always 
been in past years), people presenting in the URPE @ 
Left Forum panels (like all organized groups) receive a 
large registration discount. There is a discount for any¬ 
one registering individually early by April 7 to $65 for 
the 3 days (the onsite registration price is not yet pub¬ 
lished but is significantly more). Participants register¬ 
ing though us for the URPE @ Left Forum panels there, 
again by April 7, pay only $35. (Note any student with 
an ID can register for $20, and any member of the John 
Jay community for $15.) 

Those who think they might go should start to talk now 
about forming a panel to others with similar interests 
who might go and present. 

We have two different (simple!) online submission 
forms. For those of you that have a group of 3 or more 
that want to present a session, use the session submis¬ 
sion form. For those of you that have an individual 
presentation to present, use the individual presenta¬ 
tion submission form, and we will work to match your 
presentation with other related individually submitted 
presentations. NOTE: if you submit on-line to URPE @ 
Left Forum, you do not need submit to the Left Forum 
directly as well - we make panels out of presentation 
submissions to us (if at all possible), and then we submit 
all those panels, along all submissions to us of whole 
panels, as a group to the Left Forum. Go to www.urpe. 
org for online submissions. 

As every year, members from the URPE Steering Com¬ 
mittee are happy to work with anyone building a panel, 
to discuss any ideas or answer any questions about the 
conference. 

This year please contact A1 Campbell (al@economics. 
utah.edu) or Paul Cooney (pcooney@ufpa.br). 
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Review of Radical Political Economics: 

Announcements 


Call for Nominations to the 
Editorial Board of the 

Review of Radical 
Political Economics 

If you are interested in working as part of 
the RRPEs editorial board, please contact 
the managing editor, Enid Arvidson at edi- 
tor.rrpe@urpe.org. The journal, and editorial 
board, function collectively. Duties of editorial 
board members include: reviewing roughly one 
manuscript a month (12-14 manuscripts/year); 
serving on Special Issue Collectives; serving on 
various sub-committees; attending two meet¬ 
ings a year (in January at the ASSA conference, 
and in April usually in NYC). Serving on the 
editorial board is a major time commitment, 
but is also rewarding since it is an important 
way to contribute to URPE. Members serve 
three-year terms. 

If you are interested in running for the board, 
please send your election statement of no more 
than 175 words by no later than June 1, 2017 to 
the managing editor at editor.rrpe@urpe.org. 
Election statements are posted on the URPE/ 
RRPE website and included with the ballots. 
Elections take place in July/August. Terms be¬ 
gin in September and run for three years. You 
must be a member of URPE to stand for elec¬ 
tion. 

For more information, please visit the RRPE 
portion of the URPE website: www.urpe.org. 


Call for 

Submissions on 
Radical Political 
Economic 
Analysis 

As the world sees the ominous growth of right 
wing populism, as inequality in the distribu¬ 
tion of income, wealth and power continues 
to grow, there is continued need and desire 
for radical political economic analyses. The 
Editors of the Review of Radical Political Eco¬ 
nomics invite and encourage authors to submit 
their work for consideration in the RRPE. The 
Review promotes critical inquiry into all areas 
of economic, social, and political reality with 
articles covering all areas of political economy 
including, but not confined to, Marxian eco¬ 
nomics, post-Keynesian economics, Sraffian 
economics, feminist economics, environmental 
and radical institutional economics. 





